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VW, 

I GUESS 

I’M FINE... 
BUT. 














FORGOTTEN |) 
FOR SUCH A 


LONG TIME. |) 


AGAINST AT 
PRESENT. 














SEEM TO HAVE | 
ENOUGH SPARE, 
STRENGTH TO 
GET BACK TO 
HIS ROOM BY. 
HIMSELF, 


ee) ATTOU SUURA 
I aulne 
/S A ONE-DAY, 
ONE-USE\\ WY 


SHELLIFALL J: 
-WEARMETERS|_ LIFE ISNT 


IN ANY 


AMINUTE, | 
! .— DANGER. 


DIRECTOR... 
JUST WHAT IS 
THIS GUY? \ 


























WOULD 


LET HIM FAIL 
JUST BECAUSE 
OF LACK OF 


x 
yyy’ 





WELL, 
THE LACK 
OF CREDITS 
WHATSOEVER 
IS JUST THE 
FRONT OF THE 
ACADEMY'S 
SIDE. 





TO HIS LACK OF Is 





WELL ENOUGH 
HOW IMPORTANT 
THE EXISTENCE 
OF STRONG 
MAGIKNIGHTS IS 
FOR A NATION. 


\ 






I GUESS 
A PRINCESS 
LIKE YOU 
WOULDN'T 
Buy 
THAT... 











HEY, 
VERMILLION. 


DOES THE 
SURNAME 


4 “KUROGANE” 
NOT RING 
A BELL TO 
YOU? 
¢ > A 4 


LED JAPAN,TO™™:) 
VICTORY,IN THE 
WORLD WAR IZ, 


come To \y 
THINK OF IT, } 


YOU CAN 
SAY HE'S 
KUROGANE'S 
GREAT-GRAND- 
FATHER. 





THE 
KUROGANE 
HOUSE 
PRODUCES 
GENERATIONS 
OF EXCELLENT 
BLAZERS 
THAT SAID, BESIDES 
ITISA HIM. 
DISTINGUISHED 
FAMILY BEARING 
AVERY STRONG 
INFLUENCE TO 
THE BLAZER 


 “DO,NOT. LET. 
KUROGANE IKK, 
THE STRAY. WHO 


/ RAN AWAY: FROM 
f! THE HOUSEHOLD,| 
; 10 EVER 
| GRADUATE", | sai 
THEY SAID. PRESSURE 
TO THE 
ACADEMY. 





ON TOP OF THAT, 

THE FAMILY OF A 
SAMURAI RYOUMA DISTINGUISHED 
WHO LED JAPAN. 5 109 FAMILY... 

IF THEY PRODUCE AN 
"F RANK", IT WOULD 
HURT THE FAMILY’S 

NAME. THAT'S 

THE REASON 
THEY GAVE. 





AS A RESULT 
OF COURSE, 
HE LACKED 
CREDITS AND 
BECAME 


A REPEATER... 


THAT'S JUST 
HOW IT 
Was. 


THE 
FORMER 
DIRECTOR 
APPROVED 
I, 


WENT HIS 
WAY TO CREATE 
A MINIMAL LEVEL 
AS A REQUIREMENT 
FOR TAKING 
THE PRACTICAL 
COMBAT 


AND Mave COURSES, 
IT SO THAT 
KUROGANE 
WOULDN'T BE 
ABLE TO TAKE 
CLASSES. 





THAT WHAT 
A PARENT... 

A TEACHER'S 
SUPPOSED 









OF COURSE, 


















DESPITE T WOULD 
THAT, NEVER LET 
HE DIDN'T SUCH A THING 





RoT. HAPPEN. 






THERE'S 
NO WAY THAT 
IT WOULD 
RETURN 
KUROGANE'S 
ONE WHOLE 
YEAR. 


















NO MATTER 
HOW HE'S CALLED 
A FAILURE BEHIND 
HIS BACK, HE'S aS MONET 
NEVER STOPPED : 
‘ I TOOK OFFICE, 
BELIEVING IN HIS 
OWN VALUE I DISPOSED OF 
: ALL THE TRASH 
INVOLVED 
IN IT... 













WITHOUT 
GIVING SPECIAL 
TREATMENT NOR 
DISCRIMINATION 
TOWARDS THOSE 

WITH TALENT, NOR 
ESCAPING FROM HIS 
OWN INCOMPETENCY, 
HE KEPT ON FIGHTING 

AGAINST ALL THE 

IRRATIONALITIES 






AND REACHED 
HIS “STRONGEST 
MINUTE”. 









IT's 
“BECAUSE IF 
I STAYED THERE, 


IT WOULDN'T BE 
ABLE TO AIM 
HIGHER.” 




















Just 
WHAT MAKES 
HIM DO THAT 


SEE... 











YESTERDAY, 

WHEN I ASKED YOu 
"WHY DID YOUGO 
ON TO STUDY OVER 

\ HERE,” WHAT DID 

YOU ANSWER? 





BE ABLE TO & 


GROW ANY 


BUT IF I'M 
SURROLINDED 
BY PEOPLE 
WHO BIASEDLY 
SEE ME AS A 
THINKING THE »pRopicy", 
ID 


IF THAT'S 
WHAT YOU 
THINK, THEN 
COME CHASE HIS 
BACK WITH ALL 
YOUR MIGHT. 

















SEE FOR 
YOURSELF 
WHAT THAT GUY 
REALLY IS. 
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MILADY, 
SEEING YOU IN 
THAT STATE... Ne if 
IS TERRIBLY f ( MANY TIMES: 
PAINFUL... Y, HAS THIS [E 
-j HAPPENED [> 
? 


ASIDE FROM 
BEING A 
KNIGHT. 


PLEASE, 
LET'S 
STOP THIS 
ALREADY. 














NEVER...! 
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1 KNOW MYSELF 
HOW HARD IT I8 TO 
KEEP ON BELIEVING 
IN YOURSELF. 


SOMETHING 
IN SIGHT: 


BUT; 
HOW ABOUT, 


IKKI?4 
HE HAS 
LIMITED MANA, 
AND HIS NOBLE ART, 


i y 
I * 
HIS TRUMP CARD, 


IT'S ALREADY i at \Py, WAS NOTHING 


\ i BUT PHYSICAL 
reer ae \ ad REINFORCEMENT. 
YET THE ADULTS . 
AROUND HIM 


EVEN GO THEIR 
WAY TO BLOCK 
HIS PATH. 
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J TOUCHED 


man " 
IR THE 
vies: 7 TIME... 
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For you to have 
interest in the body 
of a man who isn’t 

even your lover. 


immodest! 





a LO 1) 
(eS +) oma 





THIS IS... 
A MAN'S 
B0bY 


NOS 4 
IWANT TO. [3 Po , 
KNOW MORE » 
+ ABOUT HIM... — )} YP» A 
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Whats... 
happening 


to me... nen / l 








WELL, 
ALSO WHAT 


wot 
Sk 
Hy 











That tomato \ 7 
juice came \\# 
from inside 


I'VE BEEN 
LIVING ON 
My OWN 
SINCE MIDDLE 
SCHOOL. 














HOW YOU'VE 
BEEN TREATED 
BY YOUR FAMILY 
AND THE SCHOOL 
FROM THE 
DIRECTOR. 














V 
KNOWING ww 
THAT, T WANT Yi ] \S SHE GOING OFF 
YOU TO TELL [ / IN | TELLING ABOUT 
Me. Y \ OTHER PEOPLE'S 
\ CIRCUM- 
( XC STANCES? 


WHY ARE YOU 
STILL AIMING FOR 
KNIGHTHOOD 
DESPITE HAVING. 
TO FACE ALL THAT 
SUFFERING? 








THOSE WERE THE 
LAST WORDS MY FATHER 
LEFT ME ON MY FIFTH 
BIRTHDAY. 


THAT'S THE 
MOMENT THEY 
GAVE UP ON 
ME, THE ONE 
WHO HAD NO 
TALENT AS A 


BLAZER... 


RIGHT AFTER 
MY FATHER'S, 
THE FAMILY HEAD'S 
WORDS, NEVER MIND 
MY PARENTS, MY 
RELATIVES TREATED 
ME AS “SOMEONE 
WHO DIDN'T EXIST". 








WHEN THE 
WHOLE CLAN 
GATHERED THE 
NEW YEAR'S 
DAY SOME 
TIME AFTER 


I LOCKED UP 
IN MY ROOM 
AND ISOLATED 
MYSELF FROM 
THE OUTSIDE 
AS USUAL. 





WHy I 
ESCAPED 
FROM 
THERE. 


I DIDN'T 
| WANT TO LOSE 
AGAINST THE 
LAUGHING 
VOICES THAT 
CAME TO MY 
EARS. 














EIDE 
HERE... 


N 
3 My 
ih’ 2 Din nth 













I'M SURE 
NO ONE WiLL 
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THAT GRAIN OF 
FRUSTRATION IS 
PROOF THAT YOU 

STILL HAVEN'T 

GIVEN UP ON 
YOURSELF. 


AS LONG 
AS THERE'S 

A WILL NOT 

TO GIVE UP, 
HUMANS CAN |, 
ACHIEVE Just |? 


ANYTHING. 


HUMANS WERE 
THE SAME 
CREATURES WHO 
WERE ABLE TO 
GET TO THE MOON 
DESPITE NOT 
HAVING WINGS. 





SINCE FOR 
THE FIRST TIME 
IN My LIFE, 
SOMEONE TOLD 
ME THAT IT'S 
FINE NOT TO 
GIVE UP... 


AND THOSE WORDS 
WERE DIRECTLY FROM 
RYOUMA-SAN'S 


TELL HIM THAT 
\\ “IT'S FINE NOT 
\ TO GIVE uP.” 
7 











THAT'S THE 
REASON WHY 
I CAN'T JUST 
GIVE UP 
RIGHT HERE. 










IF I AIM TO 
BE AS STRONG 
AS KUROGANE 

RYOUMA, 








OR ELSE, 
| MY WORDS WILL 






THEN I 
SHOULD AT LEAST 
BECOME A SEVEN 
STARS SWORD 
KING. 














IT UNDERSTAND 
THAT IT'S NOT 
SOMETHING 
EASY. 








IF OTHERS 
TELL YOU TO 


“GIVE UP 
THE DREAM YOU 
CAN NEVER 


GIVE UP, } 
CAN YOU, i” 
STELLA-SAN, 
OBEDIENTLY 


GIVE UP? 





JUST A LARGE 
BURN OR 





THAT 
WON'T PASS 
AS A REASON 
TO GIVE UP... 


FOR THE BOTH 
OF us. 















BECAUSE OF 

TRIVIAL CONCEPTS 

LIKE GENIUS AND 
MEDIOCRITY, 

I FAILED TO SEE 

IT's My THE REAL YOU. 

COMPLETE 


“| IF JUST CHASE 
HIS BACK, ILL 
CERTAINLY, GET 
"STRONGER... 


i 


THEN, 


j STELLA-SAN IS 
MY SERVANT NOW, 











LOOK, 
DIDN'T YOU SAY 
“THE LOSER WILL 
SUBMIT TO THE 
WINNER FOR HIS 
WHOLE LIFE?” 





I WONDER 
WHAT ORDER | 
60 THE VERIALLION pe 
ROYALTY DOESN'T iO Ener 
KEEP THE PROMISES 
THEY MAKE 
THEMSELVES. 
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FINE! WHY 
DON'T YOU 
JUST MAKE ME 






YOU WANT! 





WHY DON’T 
you JUST 
GIVE ME A 
PERVERTED 
ORDER! ‘ 


STUPID! iZ 










STELLA-SAN, 
WON'T YOU 
BECOME MY 

ROOMMATE? 




















AND MORE 
>) THAN ANYTHING 
ELSE, 


I FELT IT 
WHEN WE WERE 
FIGHTING. THAT 
WE'LL PROBABLY 
BE ABLE TO GET 

ALONG QUITE 
WELL. 





THOUGHT THAT 

I REALLY WANT 

TO GET CLOSER 
TO You. 



















BUT I'M 


DEFINITELY NOT ROYALTY ARE 
THINKING OF 
THINGS LIKE 


LIKE YOU! 









y 
\ I DON'T 
HATE IT... 

















TLL HAVE 
YOU KNOW, 
I's gust 
THAT I HAVE 
NO CHOICE 
SINCE IT'S AN 
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® 
S 
SO WHO'S 
pe] THE ONE WHO SAID 
IE WANTS TO BECOME d || STELLA-SAN, 
FRIENDS WITH THAT [S24 | You'Re A REAL 


PRINCESS? \ | PRINCESS, SO 
THAT'S A BIT... 


IF YOU 
WON'T CALL 
ME STELLA, 














